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SUBMISSION FROM CONVENTION OF SCOTLAND LOCAL AUTHORITIES  

(COSLA)  

  

COSLA fully maintains the position that all new commitments brought forward from this Bill, 

that place a burden on Local Authorities, should be fully funded by the Scottish Government. 

As core funding to Local Authorities continue to reduce, this becomes ever more challenging. 

COSLA believes this Bill covers areas where demands and responsibilities could increase for 

Local Authorities.   

The presentation of savings within the Financial Memorandum does not clarify questions 

Local Government may have on funding and responsibilities. Therefore, COSLA is keen to 

engage further with Scottish Government on the proposed costings and savings outlined in 

the Bill and the Financial Memorandum, to ensure there are no unintended financial 

consequences from the Bill. Scottish Government must at this stage commit to meeting any 

cost, unintended or not, that Local Authorities may encounter. While it is possible that as 

practice changes, outcomes can improve over the longer term and costs may come down, 

this would not be expected for several years. With ongoing financial uncertainty caused by 

single year budgets, this would be wholly unsustainable in the short-medium term.  

The Financial Memorandum for the Bill estimates that the impact on Local Authorities will be 

relatively small, with cost savings being proposed. We would expect Scottish Government to 

have considered a range of possible knock-on effects from the policies in the Bill that COSLA 

has identified will have a financial impact on Local Authorities, and would expect Scottish 

Government, at this stage, to commit any additional resources that are required for Local 

Authorities to operate as a result of provisions in the Bill. Whilst there are no costs identified 

for Local Authorities in the Financial Memorandum, any unintended costs must be set against 

the significant ongoing financial constraints which Councils are currently working within, 

especially in relation to reductions in core funding and increased protections within budgets 

as a whole.   

While COSLA is supportive of the principles of the Bill and welcomes any efforts that seek to 

enhance the rights and safety of children, these commitments must be matched with 

adequate funding.   

COSLA refers the Committee to the COSLA Pre-Budget Scrutiny submission  

(https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Equal_Opps/COSLA_Response_to_Local_Gov_and_Com 

munities_Committee_Budget_Scrutiny_2019.pdf) made to the Local Government and 

Communities Committee, which effectively sets out the current financial position of Scottish 

Local Government, what is needed from the next Scottish Budget, as well as showing the 

impact of Scottish Government policy priorities on Local Authorities.  
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